We investigate the behaviour of the nuclear forces as a function of the light quark masses (or, equivalently, pion mass) in the framework of chiral effective field theory at next-to-leading order. The nucleon-nucleon force is described in terms of one and two-pion exchange and local short distance operators, which depend explicitly and implicitly on the quark masses. The pion propagator becomes Coulomb-like in the chiral limit and thus one has significant scattering in all partial waves. The pion-nucleon coupling depends implicitly on the quark masses and we find that it becomes stronger in the chiral limit. There is a further quark mass dependence in the S-wave fournucleon couplings, which can be estimated by means of dimensional analysis. We find that nuclear physics in the chiral limit becomes natural. There are no new bound states, the deuteron binding energy is B CL D = 9.6 ± 1.9 +1.8 −1.0 MeV, and the S-wave scattering lengths take values of a few fm, a CL ( 1 S 0 ) = −4.1 ± 1.6 +0.0 −0.4 fm and a CL ( 3 S 1 ) = 1.5 ± 0.4
Introduction
taking into account only its explicit dependence on the pion mass, the authors of ref. [10] came to the conclusion that no bound states appear in P-and higher partial waves in the chiral limit. Performing first-order perturbation theory and using the deuteron wave-functions from some phenomenological potential models, Bulgac et al. found a reduction of about 1 MeV (that is by 50%) in the deuteron binding energy. The main conclusion of ref. [10] was therefore that ". . . physics of nuclei in a universe where M π = 0 would be similar to what is actually observed." However, the interpretation of the results found in [10] requires some caution not only due to the fact that first-order perturbative results can not be trusted in that case, #6 but also because only the explicit dependence on the pion mass has been taken into account. In the language of chiral effective field theory, taking into account only the explicit M π -dependence in the OPEP corresponds (roughly) to the LO approximation, which is not accurate enough to lead to any quantitative conclusions. More recently, Beane et al. re-analyzed the situation in the 1 S 0 and 3 S 1 − 3 D 1 channels including also some implicit dependence of the NN interaction on the pion mass [11] . They considered the OPEP as an approximation to the NN interaction for distances larger than some matching radius R ⋆ . For shorter distances the potential was approximated by a square well, which can be viewed as a smeared out delta-function counter term. In the 3 S 1 -3 D 1 -channel they also included an additional energy-dependent contribution in the short-range part of the potential. Adjusting the two parameters related to the short range part of the interaction, Beane et al. performed exact renormalization of the corresponding Schrödinger equation, i.e. the calculated low-energy observables do not depend on the matching radius R ⋆ . This way of handling the diverging Schrödinger equation is closely related to their previous work [12] . The situation in the chiral limit has been analyzed in two ways: (i) Keeping only the explicit M π dependence of the OPEP an increase of the deuteron binding energy by about a factor of two has been found, B d ∼ 4.2 MeV. (ii) The authors of ref. [11] also made an attempt to take into account the implicit M π -dependence, which changes the strength of the OPEP in the chiral limit. They further assumed that these corrections can be represented by the leading logarithmic terms in the chiral expansion. #7 Quite surprisingly, the results for deuteron binding energy were found to change completely after taking into account the implicit M π -dependence in this manner. It turned out that deuteron becomes unbound for the pion mass smaller than ∼ 100 MeV. Another interesting issue discussed in [11] refers to the possibility of matching the results obtained in chiral effective field theory with the ones from lattice QCD [13] , which requires extrapolation away from the physical value of M π . While this paper was in preparation, an NLO analysis of the quark mass dependence in the 1 S 0 and 3 S 1 -3 D 1 channels by Beane and Savage based upon the power counting introduced in ref. [11] has become available [14] , improving and extending the results of ref. [11] . Apart from the OPE and short-range terms in the effective potential, the leading TPE contribution (in the chiral limit) has been taken into account. The authors found evidence for nearly all possible scenarios such as a bound or unbound deuteron and di-neutron in the 1 S 0 channel and could not make any predictions for the corresponding scattering lengths due to the lack of knowledge of the low-energy constants related to contact terms with one insertion proportional to M 2 π . We will come back to this work and to comparison to our results in the next-to-last section. The aim of this work is to perform a complete NLO calculation in the framework of a modified Weinberg power counting and to try to clarify the presently somewhat controversial situation about the chiral limit of the nucleon-nucleon interaction #8 . To do that, we have to consider apart from the #6 As pointed out in [11] , one gets a deuteron binding energy B d ∼ 4.1 MeV if the pion mass is set to zero in the AV18 potential. Thus the effect is of the opposite sign to the one found in [10] using first-order perturbation theory.
#7 Note that this assumption goes beyond standard CHPT and is not applicable in a general case. We will come back to this point later on.
#8 This is similar to what was done in [14] but differs markedly in some aspects from that work as will be shown below.
OPEP and contact interactions also the leading two-pion exchange potential (TPEP). We will discuss in detail the renormalization of the NN potential at NLO since this is of utmost importance for such type of analysis. We will not use of the assumption of the dominance of chiral logarithms but rather work with the complete CHPT expressions at this order. The corresponding low-energy constants (LECs) will be taken from the analysis of various processes. We will demonstrate that using only the leading logarithms leads to results for the renormalization of the axial coupling g A incompatible with the present analyses of the πN system and of the process πN → ππN . We also perform an extrapolation of the 1 S 0 and 3 S 1 scattering lengths and deuteron binding energy B D for the values of the pion mass in the range 0 < M π < 300 MeV. Our manuscript is organized as follows. In section 2 we consider the chiral effective nucleon-nucleon potential at next-to-leading order, with particular emphasis on the aspects of renormalization pertinent to derive the desired quark mass dependences. Such an analysis is not yet available in the literature. We also demonstrate the equivalence between the S-matrix approach used to analyze the pion-nucleon sector and the non-covariant projection formalism employed to construct the NN potential. We systematically work out all explicit and implicit quark mass dependences of the various contributions due to one-and two-pion exchanges as well as contact interactions. Results for the NN phase shifts, the deuteron binding energy and the S-wave scattering lengths are collected in section 3.
Will also discuss in detail the differences to the earlier EFT work [11, 14] . A brief summary and further discussion is presented in section 4.
Nucleon-nucleon potential at next-to-leading order
In this section, we remind the reader on the structure of the NN potential at NLO and perform its complete renormalization, which is of crucial importance for considering the chiral limit. This has not been done in our previous work [3] , since we were only interested in constructing the potential for the physically relevant case. Since different methods have been applied in the literature to define the effective interaction it appears necessary to begin our considerations with a brief overview of some commonly used formalisms. This topic is also of technical importance because the pion-exchange is directly linked to the pion-nucleon sector, and thus consistency with the field theoretical NN potential has to be demonstrated. The reader more interested in the explicit form of the potential at NLO exhibiting explicit and implicit pion mass dependences may directly proceed to section 2.4.
Construction of the NN potential from field theory
The construction of a potential from field theory is a well known and intensively studied problem in nuclear physics. Historically, the important conceptual achievements in that direction have been done in the fifties in the context of the so called meson field theory. The problem can be formulated in the following way: given some field theoretical Lagrangian for interacting mesons and nucleons, how can one reduce the (infinite dimensional) equation of motion for mesons and nucleons to an effective Schrödinger equation for nucleonic degrees of freedom, which can then be solved by standard methods? It goes beyond the scope of this paper to discuss the whole variety of the different techniques which have been developed to construct an effective interactions, see ref. [15] for a comprehensive review. We will now briefly introduce two methods which will be important for our further considerations. The first method is closely related to the field theoretical S-matrix given (in the interaction representation) by
where the T-matrix T αβ satisfies:
Inverting the last equation one obtains the following equation for the effective potential V αβ :
where the ellipsis refer to higher order iterations in the T-matrix. The effective potential V αβ can now be obtained in terms of a perturbative expansion for the T-matrix. For example, in the Yukawa theory one can calculate T αβ (and also V αβ ) in terms of a power series expansion in the squared mesonnucleon coupling constant g 2 . It has to be pointed out that the potential V αβ in eq. (2.3) is not defined unambiguously since only on the energy shell T-matrix elements are known and well-defined in field theory. In fact, at any fixed order of the perturbative expansion (2.3) one can perform an arbitrary off-the-energy shell extension of the potential, which will then affect even on the energy shell matrix elements at higher orders. In addition, one has a freedom to perform field redefinitions, which changes off shell S-matrix elements and, as a consequence, off shell matrix elements of the potential. Such an ambiguity of the effective potential is a general property and does not pose any problem, since the latter is not observable. Only observable quantities, i.e. on shell S-matrix elements, binding energies, . . ., are defined unambiguously in quantum field theory. The method introduced above has been used by Kaiser et al. to derive the NN potential from the chiral Lagrangian [16, 17] and will be refered to in what follows as the S-matrix method. Its close relation to the scattering amplitude makes it possible to apply the standard field theoretical techniques for calculation the effective interactions. Another well known scheme is often refered to as the Tamm-Dancoff method [18, 19] . The starting point is the time-independent Schrödinger equation where we introduced the projection operators η and λ such that |φ = η|Ψ , |ψ = λ|Ψ . Expressing the state |ψ from the second line of the matrix equation (2.5) as 6) and substituting this into the first line we obtain the Schrödinger-like equation for the projected state |φ :
with an effective potential V eff (E) given by
Eq. (2.7) differs from the ordinary Schrödinger equation by the fact that the effective potential V eff (E) depends explicitly on the energy, as it is obvious from the definition (2.8). In fact, such an explicit energy dependence can be eliminated from the potential as discussed e.g. in ref. [21] . Indeed, the effective potential V eff (E) up to the fourth order in the coupling constant g in the Yukawa theory with H I = gH 1 is given in a symbolic form as
We denote here the states from the η-subspace by latin letters and the ones from the λ-subspace by greek letters. Using the relation
we can substitute E in the denominator of the last term in eq. (2.9) by E n . Thus we can now express eq. (2.7) in the form:
The first term in the left-hand side of this equation can be expressed in the form
Performing an iteration of eq. (2.11) one expresses the last term in the right-hand side of eq. (2.12) as a fourth order term and replace E by E n . The final result for the energy independent Tamm-Dancoff potential, which differs from the original one in eq. (2.8) by higher order terms, is then
Even after elimination of the explicit energy dependence, eq. (2.7) does not correspond to the ordinary Schrödinger equation since the resulting effective Hamiltonian turns out to be non-hermitean. The problem is that the projected nucleon states |φ have a normalization different from the the states |Ψ we have started from, which are assumed to span a complete and orthonormal set in the whole Fock space:
(2.14)
Note that the components ψ i in this equation do, in general, not vanish. Thus in order to end up with the ordinary Schrödinger equation one has to switch from the set {φ} of eigenstates of eq. (2.7) which is assumed to be complete in the η-subspace #9 but is not orthonormal, to another complete and orthonormal set {χ}. This has been achieved in an elegant way by Fukuda et al. [20] and Okubo [21] . They introduced an operator A ≡ λAη which maps the states φ into the states ψ: 15) so that the state Ψ is given by
#9 This is presumably true at least in the case of weakly interacting fields.
The operator A is equivalent to the operator which enters eq. (2.6) with the only difference of being energy independent. One can show that it has to satisfy the equation [21] :
It is now obvious that the states |χ 19) with the effective potential given bỹ
A more elegant way to end up with the same effective Schrödinger equation has been proposed by Okubo by using a unitary transformation of the form In what follows we will perform a complete renormalization of the NN potential at NLO and demonstrate that the renormalized expressions for the potential in this formalism (with the specific choice of the unitary operator given in eq. (2.21)) agrees with the one obtained by using the S-matrix methods. We will also show how to perform renormalization in the method of unitary transformation and how to include pion tadpole contributions and recover the same expressions for renormalized quantities as found in covariant perturbation theory using the technique of Feynman diagrams. It is important to perform a complete renormalization of the effective Hamiltonian and to take into account all the implicit dependence on the quark (or, equivalently pion) mass. Before closing this section we would like to stress that the effective Hamiltonian derived with the method of unitary transformation is by no means a unique one, as it has also been the case in the S-matrix method. The unitary operator (2.21) is not the most general one. Indeed, it is always possible to perform additional unitary transformations in η and λ-subspaces, which are not taken into account in the definition (2.21). The above unitary transformation is in that sense the "minimal" one. This ambiguity with respect to the effective Hamiltonian clearly does not mean that the physically observed quantities are defined ambiguously. In what follows, will not be concerned any more with these subtleties.
One-pion exchange contribution to the scattering amplitude
The contribution from the OPE to the NN force shown in fig. 1 appears (in Weinberg's power counting) at leading order (LO) in the chiral expansion together with two different contact interactions without derivatives. The OPEP gets renormalized at NLO due to pion loops and counter term insertions. As 
πN . The diagrams resulting from interchange of the nucleon lines are not shown. discussed in the previous section, the renormalized OPEP in the S-matrix method is defined by offthe-energy shell extension of the field-theoretical amplitude. The corresponding diagrams are shown in fig. 2 . The graphs 1-4 lead to the renormalization of the nucleon lines, while the diagrams 10 and 11 contribute to renormalization of the pion line and 7-9 renormalize the pion-nucleon coupling. The contribution from graphs 5 and 6 involves an odd power of the loop momentum l to be integrated over and thus vanishes. The underlying chiral Lagrangians are given by:
where F ,
• m refer to the bare pion decay constant, the bare nucleon axial vector coupling constant and the bare nucleon mass #10 and c 1 and d i are low-energy constants. The brackets denote traces in the flavor space. We adopted here the heavy baryon formulation for nucleon fields, with v µ and S µ = (1/2)iγ 5 σ µν v ν denoting the four-velocity and spin operator, respectively. The unitary 2 × 2 matrix U in the flavor space collects the pion fields and is defined in the σ-model gauge, which we will use throughout this work, as:
If dimensional regularization is used, F , where the quantity B is just a constant. We do not take into account external vector and axial-vector fields. The physically relevant values for scalar and pseudoscalar sources s and p are 25) where M denotes the quark mass matrix. Note that we have only shown explicitly the terms in eq. (2.22) we will use in our calculation. We also note that 1/
• m terms are suppressed in Weinberg's approach and would appear one order higher. Further details on construction and structure of the effective Lagrangian can be found in [22, 23, 24, 25, 26] . The OPE at leading order corresponds to the diagram shown in fig. 1 and is given by
Here q denotes the momentum transfer of the nucleon, i.e. q = p ′ − p, where p ′ and p are final and initial nucleon momenta. Further, M is the leading term in the quark mass expansion of the pion mass. The more convenient expression in the rest-frame system of the nucleons #11 with v µ = (1, 0, 0, 0) and #11 We are only interested in the specific kinematic, in which both nucleons move with the same velocity vµ and the relative momentum is small.
S µ = (0, 1/2 σ), where the σ i are the Pauli spin matrices reads
We have introduced here the superscript NC (= "noncovariant") in order to distinguish between the noncovariant notation of eq. (2.27) and covariant one in eq. (2.26). The noncovariant notation is appropriate for calculation of the S-matrix based upon the effective Hamilton operator. Note that the physical values g A , F π and M π of the axial nucleon coupling, pion decay coupling and pion mass can be used in the expression for the OPE if one restricts oneself to the LO analysis.
We will now evaluate the NLO corrections to the OPE, which result from the diagrams shown in fig. 2 . The calculation can easily be performed using e.g. the Feynman rules from [22, 25] . The diagrams 1,...,4 renormalize external the nucleon lines and lead to
Here Z N is the nucleon Z-factor given by
The nucleon self-energy Σ(ω) (ω = v · k, k-nucleon momentum) is given up to order Q 2 (Q refers to a generic small momentum scale) by
We will now proceed in two ways. First, we apply dimensional regularization and the same subtraction as in ref. [24] and recover the standard results for the amplitude. Secondly, in order to compare our results with the ones obtained in the method of unitary transformation we will go into the rest-frame system with v µ = (1, 0, 0, 0) and S µ = (0, 1/2 σ), where the σ i are the Pauli spin matrices and perform integrations over zeroth component of the loop momentum l via contour methods. Furthermore, we will not restrict ourselves to any specific regularization scheme in that case since we are only interested in the general structure of the amplitude. The divergent integrals are always to be understood as being regularized by some standard methods. In order to distinguish the results obtained in this way from the ones found using dimensional regularization and the subtraction defined in ref. [24] we will denote the latter ones by the superscript DR. For the nucleon Z-factor Z N in eq. (2.29) we find:
31)
where we have introduced
Clearly, Z DR N can also be obtained directly from Z N performing dimensional regularization in three dimensions of the divergent integral J 13 .
The nucleon mass shift is related to the self energy via
Using dimensional regularization one finds
while the unregularized expression (after performing integration over the zeroth component l 0 of the loop momentum) reads:
Notice that the mass of the nucleon does not appear explicitly in the expressions for the NN potential at NLO but enters the two-nucleon propagator in the Lippmann-Schwinger equation. We will discuss this issue later on. For diagrams 7,8,9 in fig. 2 we obtain in dimensional regularization (D.R.)
where we used the same definitions for L(λ) and d r 16 (λ) as in [24] . Note that the constant d 18 , which leads to the Goldberger-Treiman discrepancy, is finite and does not get renormalized. Switching to the noncovariant notation and performing integration over l 0 we find the following unregularized expressions for these quantities:
(2.37)
where d = 4 in the physically relevant case of (3+1) space-time dimensions. Finally, renormalization of the pion line in graphs 10 and 11 in fig. 2 leads to
where
Here, M π is the physical value of the pion mass. The last term in the brackets in eq. (2.38) gives the correction to the one-pion exchange due to the shift in the pion mass and should be ignored if the physical value of the pion mass is used in the expression (2.26) for the OPE at LO. The quantity ∆ π is given in D.R. by 40) and in the previously introduced notation with divergent integrals J ij just by ∆ π = 1/2 J 01 . Note that in the calculation of the pion wave function renormalization and mass shift one has to take into account the noncovariant pion propagator of the form:
as discussed in [29] . Such noncovariant pieces in the pion propagators (as well as noncovariant pieces in the interaction Hamiltonian arising from time derivatives) are usually omitted if one works in dimensional regularization. This does not lead to wrong results since the missing terms correspond to power-law divergences, which vanish in D.R.. However, in a general case such noncovariant pieces should be taken into account. For instance, if the last piece in the above expression is omitted and cut-off regularization is used, pions become massive in the chiral limit due to the tadpole diagram. Summing up the contributions of all graphs in fig. 2 we obtain the renormalized OPE as
Note that we substituted
• g A and F π in the brackets in the right-hand side of above equations by their renormalized values g A and F π , which is correct at this order. If one is only interested in the real world observables, which correspond to the physical value of the pion mass, one can equally well rewrite this expression in terms of scale independent LECsd 16 andl 4 as follows:
The LECsd 16 andl 4 are defined according to refs. [24] and [6] :
The renormalized LECd 28 has no finite piece (or, in other words, the corresponding scale-independent LECd 28 vanishes):
46)
Thus the corresponding counter term in the first line of eq. (2.31) cancels against the logarithmic term. We note that it is a convention that the contact terms needed for renormalization do not have a finite part. In principle, one could allow for such contributions but that would only lead to a reshuffling of the finite parts of other LECs. If one insists on working with the minimal number of independent terms, such a choice has to be taken (as discussed in more detail in [24] ). Finally, we display the unregularized expression for the ratio g A /F π :
One-pion exchange from the method of unitary transformations
Let us now calculate the renormalized OPEP using the method of unitary transformation, following the lines of refs. [2, 3] . The essential difference compared to our previous work [2] is that we now have to take into account pion tadpole contributions. The corresponding diagrams lead to renormalization of various parameters in the effective Lagrangian and were of no importance in the previous calculations [3] , where physical values for renormalized coupling constants have been used. The pion tadpole contributions are, however, important for the present analysis, since they lead to an additional pion mass dependence of various renormalized quantities. In the following we will show how to deal with the pion tadpoles and how to perform complete and consistent renormalization in the method of unitary transformation. We would also like to stress that renormalization of the effective Hamilton operator within the method of unitary transformation has been considered recently in a different context, see refs. [27, 28] . Let us begin with the effective Lagrangian L ππ for pions given in the first two lines of eq. (2.22). The relevant terms in the σ-model gauge, eq. (2.23), read:
We now introduce the renormalized pion field and mass:
. We express eq. (2.48) in terms of the renormalized pion field and mass by simply replacing
Here the ellipses refer to terms with more pion fields. In what follows we will always work with renormalized pion fields and therefore omit the subscript r. The Hamilton density corresponding to the Lagrangian introduced above can be derived using the canonical formalism and following the lines of [29] . Let us first express the effective Lagrangian in a more compact form:
Here the subscripts a, b correspond to isospin indices. For the momentum Π a conjugate to the field π a we get:
The Hamiltonian H ππ is given by
We now divide the Hamiltonian into its free and interaction part as follows:
55)
Since the field operators π a , ∂ i π a and Π a transform simply into the interaction picture (IP), 
where we have omitted the superscripts IP. We now write π a (x) in terms of creation and annihilation operators a †
where ω k = k 2 + M 2 π and the operators a a ( k) and a † a ( k) satisfy the commutation relations
Substituting eq. (2.57) into eq. (2.56) and performing normal ordering, we end up with terms of the form a † a, a † a † , aa, a † a † aa, . . .. In fig. 3 we show symbolically the contributions to the Hamiltonian of the form a † a, a † a † and aa. Note that the closed loops result from contraction of the operators a and a † in the terms in the last line of eq. (2.56) when bringing these into normal ordered form. For example, for the term of the form a † a we get the following expression:
We now require that there are no terms of the form a † a, a † a † and aa in the interaction Hamiltonian at the order considered in the chiral expansion (since we already work with the renormalized pion fields).
Then we obtain from eqs. (2.49),(2.59):
60) 
Here several comments are in order. First, the superscript (i) in the above Lagrangians refers, as in eq. (2.22), just to the number of derivatives and/or pion mass insertion. Secondly, we prefer to use the physical and not the bare mass of the nucleon in the heavy baryon expansion, i.e. we parameterize the four-momentum of the nucleon p µ as p µ = m N v µ + l µ , where l µ is a small residual momentum v · l ≪ m N . Expressing the Lagrangian in terms of the physical instead of the bare nucleon mass is, of course, just a matter of convenience and all results remain unchanged. The physical and bare nucleon masses are related by
Note that δm it should be kept in mind that the effective Lagrangian (2.61) is expressed in terms of renormalized pion fields, which leads to the additional contribution with an insertion of δZ π in L (3) πN . The Hamilton density corresponding to eq. (2.61) is given by
63)
Here we switched to the fieldÑ defined as To be more precise, the dimension ∆ of the interaction H ∆ is defined as:
Here d, n and l is the number of derivatives or insertions of M π , nucleon field operators and insertions of the factors 1/m N , respectively. According to the power counting suggested by Weinberg [1] we treat the nucleon mass as a much larger scale compared to Λ χ (m N ∼ Λ 2 χ /Q). As a consequence, relativistic corrections enter at higher orders compared to the corresponding chiral corrections. Notice further that the nucleon field operators in eq. (2.63) are always taken in the normal ordering. Allowing contractions of nucleons field operators would only lead to shifts in the values of various coupling constants in the effective Lagrangian (Hamiltonian) which are independent of M π and thus of no importance for our considerations. #14 We will now follow the lines of [2] and derive the effective Hamiltonian, which acts on the purely nucleonic subspace of the whole Fock space, using the method of unitary transformation. The idea of this method is described in section 2.1. For a detailed discussion on the way of solving the nonlinear decoupling equation (2.17) and calculating the effective Hamiltonian according to eqs. (2.19),(2.20) the reader is addressed to ref. [2] . Let us begin with the one-nucleon effective HamiltonianH 1N :
66)
. . . ,
#14
Remember that one does not start from a normal ordering for pion field operators is required. Pion tadpole diagrams lead to Mπ-dependent renormalization of various constants in the effective Lagrangian and thus must be considered explicitly.
where the subscript i (superscript j) of the projector η i (λ j ) denotes the number of nucleons (pions) in the corresponding state and ω is the pionic free energy. Further, H i denote Hamilton operators corresponding to the Hamilton density H i in eq. (2.63). The operator λ 1 A 0 η 1 is given by [2] :
The superscript ν ofH
1N refers to the order in the chiral expansion and is defined as:
where E n , L, and C denote the number of nucleons, closed loops and separately connected pieces, in order. Furthermore, V i is the number of vertices of type i. Performing straightforward calculations we end up with the following result:
where we switched to a more convenient nonrelativistic notation, i.e. we omite creation and annihilation operators as well as summation over the appropriate quantum numbers. To be more precise, the relation between H 1N and h 1N is given by
where α refers to discrete quantum numbers (spin and isospin) and n † α ( p ) (n α ( p )) is a creation (annihilation) operator for the nucleon field. It is now easy to read off the expression for the nucleon mass shift δm N up to the order considered here:
which agrees precisely with the result obtained in the previous section using the covariant perturbation theory. One sees from eq. (2.69) that the leading one-nucleon Hamiltonian is given, in accordance with our expectation, just by the nucleon kinetic energy h
Notice that since we are interested in the NN interaction at order ν = 2, we should in principle also consider h (2) 1N and thus include higher order nucleon mass shifts. We will, however, see explicitly in what follows that this is not necessary. Moreover, we will show that even the leading shift in nucleon mass, δm
π , contributes at NNLO and thus can be neglected. The nucleon Z-factor Z N needs, in principle, not be calculated separately in the method of unitary transformation, since it already enters eq. (2.20). More precisely, the part of the Z-factor Z π N , which corresponds to dressing of the bare nucleon by virtual pions, is related to the operator η 1 (1 + A † A) −1/2 η 1 . Indeed, the Z-factor is given by 
The complete nucleon Z-factor Z N , which is related to the specific choice of nucleon field made in the Lagrangian (2.61), is given by (at the order considered)
This agrees with Z N from eq. (2.31). We should, however, stress that the Z-factor is not an observable quantity and depends on the choice of fields. For example, there would be no contribution proportional tod 28 in Z N if we had decided to work with the fieldsÑ instead of N . For more discussion on the role of the nucleon Z-factor in the old-fashioned perturbation theory and Hamiltonian formalism the reader is referred to [21, 20, 31, 32, 33] (for corresponding discussions in the framework of baryon CHPT, see e.g. [34, 35] ). Let us now consider the 2N effective Hamiltonian at order ν = 2. The explicit operators at NLO are given in ref. [2] . For our purposes we do not need all terms but only the following ones:
In fig. 4 we show disconnected diagrams, which contribute to the 2N effective Hamiltonian at order ν = 2, which do not include the nucleon self-energy. #16 Denoting by M the common spin-isospin #16 Notice that the third diagram in fig. 4 is related to the last two operators in the first line of eq. (2.75) and thus does not correspond to the iteration of the nucleon self-energy contribution. The same holds true for last two graphs in this figure. structure as well as the loop integrals and using the first line of eq. (2.75) we see that the contribution of the first three diagrams in fig. 4 vanishes:
A similar cancellation is also observed for the remaining graphs in fig. 4 using the second line of eq. (2.75). Thus no disconnected diagrams (which are different from the nucleon self energy graphs) contribute to the NN potential at NLO. Consider now the diagrams shown in fig.5 , which are of the same topology as Feynman graphs 1-4 in fig. 2 . The corresponding operators are given in eq. (2.75). Note that the contribution of the diagrams where Z N is given in eq. (2.31). The OPE amplitudeÃ NC OPE is the same as A NC OPE in eq. (2.27) with the only difference that the physical pion mass M π is used instead of M (since we are working now with renormalized pion fields). We will not consider the topologies related to graphs 5 and 6 in fig. 2 , since the corresponding contributions vanish as explained above. The remaining contributions to the OPE at NLO in the method of unitary transformation are depicted in fig. 6 . The first four diagrams show all possible time orderings of the covariant graph 7 of fig. 2 and correspond to the first operator in eq. (2.75). Explicit evaluation leads to the same expression as found in the covariant approach, see eq. (2.37):
The two pion tadpole diagrams in fig. 6 result from contracting two pion field operators when expressing the term −Ñ † of the pion self-energy discussed above. A straightforward but somewhat tedious calculation leads again to the same result as in the covariant approach:
(2.79)
Consider now the last two diagrams in fig. 6 . Since we have chosen to work with renormalized pion field operators in the method of unitary transformation, we have no diagrams corresponding to graphs 10 and 11 in fig. 2 . Contributions of these two graphs are now taken into account by using the physical pion mass M π instead of M as well as by an additional interaction proportional to δZ π in the last line of eq. (2.63). For the last two diagrams in fig. 6 we thus find:
Summing up all corrections to the OPE in the method of unitary transformation we end up with the same expression (2.42) as found from covariant perturbation theory using the S-matrix methods. In summary, we have shown how to perform renormalization in the method of unitary transformation. We recover the same expressions for pion and nucleon mass shifts as well as for corresponding Zfactors. We have further demonstrated that the NLO OPE potential derived using the method of unitary transformation, where the unitary operator is chosen according to eq. (2.21), coincides with the off-the-energy shell extension of the S-matrix. The TPE contribution has already been considered in both approaches, see refs. [16, 2, 3] and identical results have been reported as well. We do not need to reconsider the TPE contributions and the pion loop diagrams which renormalize the short-range terms since no pion tadpoles appear in those cases and the results of refs. [2, 3] can be adopted without any changes.
Explicit expressions for the potential at NLO
We now give the explicit expressions for the chiral effective NN potential V NLO , which we use for extrapolation in the pion mass:
82)
with g A and F π the physical values of the nucleon axial coupling and pion decay constant, respectively.
Here and in what follows we denote the value of the pion mass byM π in order to distinguish it from the physical one denoted by M π . Further, 85) and ∆ represents the relative shift in the ratio g A /F π compared to its physical value:
Note that in the TPEP we only take into account the explicit M π -dependence and use the physical values for g A and F π . This is perfectly sufficient at NLO since any shift in g A and F π for a different value of M π in the TPE is a N 4 LO effect. We have expressed the potential in eqs. (2.82)-(2.84) in such a way that it coincides forM π = M π with the one given in [3] . #18 The constantsC S,T andD S,T are related to the C S,T from [3] via
Note further that the short-range terms of the typeM 2 π lnM π in eq. (2.84) result from the two-pion exchange as well as from the renormalization of the leading-order contact forces by pion loops. It is important to stress that renormalization of the LECs C S , C T , C 1,...7 due to pion loops does not depend on the pion mass and thus is of no relevance for this work. We will now briefly discuss an important issue related to the renormalization of the NN potential. We have performed the calculation of the renormalized OPE in the previous section without specifying a regularization scheme and gave only general (unregularized) expressions. One might worry about #18 The term in eq. (2.82) which breaks the Goldberger-Treiman relation and is proportional tod18 is not shown explicitly in ref. [3] . 
where Λ is the momentum cut-off and the coefficients α and β depend on the precise choice of the regulator. Taking the limit Λ → ∞ and performing a redefinition of the constants
• m, c 1 in order to absorb the terms proportional to Λ 3 and Λ, we obtain the same finite shift −3
as in the case of dimensional regularization. The difference to the previously discussed case is that the bare nucleon mass and the bare constant c 1 , which do not correspond to observable quantities, are now infinite. Also other bare parameters are infinite if the cut-off regularization is used, see e.g. refs. [36, 37] . It is, however, crucial to understand that, say, the shift in the nucleon mass from its observed value to the one in the chiral limit is a well defined and finite quantity and is not affected by a specific choice of the regularization scheme. The same holds true for F π and g A . Therefore, we are free to adopt the results for the corresponding shifts in these constants found in CHPT analyses of various processes and based upon the dimensional regularization (i.e. we can use the values for the LECs in eq. (2.86)). We will specify the numerical values of the appropriate LECs in the next section. To close this section let us make a comment on calculating various observables based upon the effective potential introduced above. The NN phase shifts are obtained using the T-matrix method. The corresponding partial-wave projected Lippmann-Schwinger equation reads:
Notice that the nucleon mass enters the expression for the two-nucleon propagator in the above equation. Thus apart from the explicit and implicitM π -dependence of the NN force, which has been discussed above, one should, in principle, take into account theM π -dependence of m N in the Lippmann-Schwinger equation. Since the nucleon mass m N is treated in the Weinberg power counting formally as a much larger scale compared to λ χ (i.e. m N ∼ Λ 2 χ /Q), the shift in the nucleon mass gives the correction to the T-matrix which is suppressed by 3 powers of the small momentum scale and thus contribute at NNLO:
where m CL refers to the nucleon mass in the chiral limit (= • m if dimensional regularization is applied). We have checked the above estimation numerically and found indeed a significantly smaller effect in the deuteron binding energy (in the chiral limit) from the nucleon mass shift compared to various contributions at NLO. It goes without saying that the potential V ( p ′ , p ) is multiplied by the regulating functions f R (| p |), f R (| p ′ |) in order to cut off the large momentum components in the LippmannSchwinger equation (2.90), which cannot be treated properly in effective field theory. We used here the same exponential function f R (| p |) = exp[− p 4 /Λ 4 ] as in ref. [4] and vary the cut-off Λ in the range from 500 to 600 MeV.
Results

Chiral input and contact terms
For the OPE contribution in eq. (2.82) both explicit and implicit dependences on the pion mass are known, so that a parameter-free extrapolation to valuesM π away from the observed one is possible. In what follows, we use g A = 1.26, F π = 92.4 MeV. The constantl 4 is fixed from the scalar radius of the pion and the corresponding value isl 4 = 4.3 [6] . The LECd 16 has recently been determined from the process πN → ππN [38] . In the following we will use the updated value from ref. [39] . To be more specific, we average the values obtained in the 3 different fits in the last reference. This leads tō d 16 = −1.23 GeV −2 . Note that although all values ofd 16 from [39] have the same sign (negative) and are of a similar magnitude, the uncertainty in the determination of this constant remains quite large. We come back to this at the end of this section. The constantd 18 is fixed from the observed value of the Goldberger-Treiman discrepancy. Using the values of g πN extracted from πN phase shift analysis [40] , we get the following value for the LECd 18 :d 18 = −0.97 GeV −2 . Thus we obtain for the ratio g πN /m N , which is nothing but the strength of the OPE and is related to g A and F π via (at the given order in the chiral expansion)
the following value in the chiral limit
Comparing this value with the physical one of 13.2 GeV −1 , we conclude that the OPE becomes stronger in the chiral limit. We now turn our attention to the remaining contribution in the NN potential (2.82). The TPE part is parameter-free and the values of the LECs C 1,...,7 as well as combinationsC S,T + M 2 πD S,T have already been fixed from the fit to low-energy data in the NN S-and P-waves. Unfortunately, the LECsD S,T , which contribute to S-wave projected potential, are not known at the moment. Ideally, they should be fixed from the N N π system in processes like e.g. pion-deuteron scattering. This has not yet been done. In order to proceed further we assume natural values for these constants, i.e.:
and Λ χ ≃ 1 GeV. In our analysis in [43] we have shown that all values of the dimensionless coefficients α related to the contact terms lie at NLO in the range −2.1 . . . 3.2 for all cut-offs employed. Thus making the conservative estimate
we are rather confident to be on the safe side. Note that this corresponds to the following range for the partial-wave projected values:
It is worth mentioning that the termM 2 πDT ( σ 1 · σ 2 ) breaks Wigner symmetry. The value ofD T expected from eq. (3.5) leads to a Wigner symmetry breaking effect that is comparable in size with the one from the observed nonvanishing (leading order) value of C T [43] (i.e. M 2 πDT ∼ C T ), so that the possibility of exact Wigner symmetry in the chiral limit exists. In that case, Wigner symmetry breaking would be related to the explicit chiral symmetry breaking of QCD. Last but not least, we use here the values of the LEC C S,T , C 1,...,7 from [3] . #19 Before showing our results for the phase shifts and other quantities, we would like to make a comment on the uncertainty of our extrapolation inM π . As already pointed out, the main source of uncertainty is related to the unknown values of the LECs D S,T , which enter the expression for contact interactions at NLO, see eq. (2.84). Although the LECsl 4 ,d 16, 18 are known from CHPT analyses of various processes and thus the completeM π -dependence of the ratio g πN /m N is fixed at NLO, some uncertainty still remains due to the uncertainty in the determination of the abovementioned LECs. While the constant l 4 is known with relative small error bars, so that the corresponding uncertainty needs not to be discussed here, the LECsd 16, 18 are not known very precisely. Using the values of g πN extracted from three different πN phase shift analyses [41, 40, 42] one gets the valuesd 18 = −1.54 GeV −2 ,d 18 = −0.97 GeV −2 andd 18 = −0.84 GeV −2 , respectively. From eq. (2.82) one sees thatd 18 does not contribute to the OPE in the chiral limit. Thus at first sight our predictions in the chiral limit seem not to be affected by the uncertainty in this LEC. In fact, this is not quite true, since changing the value ofd 18 leads to a modification of the strength of the OPE at the physical point (M π = M π ). Therefore, one should, in principle, refit at the same time the LECs C S,T , C 1,...,7 in order to describe the corresponding phase shifts. Modifying the LECs related to the contact interactions would change observables even in the chiral limit. However, we have checked that the corresponding effects in observables are small and will not discuss this issue in what follows. The uncertainty in the LECd 16 turns out to be much more important for our analysis. Contrary to the previously discussed case with the LECd 18 , changinḡ d 16 result in changes of the strength of the OPE in the chiral limit (and, of course, for other values ofM π = M π ) but does not affect it at the physical point whereM π = M π . In what follows we will demonstrate how the uncertainty ind 16 shows up in various observables.
Phase shifts
After the remarks of the preceding section we are now in the position to present results. In figs. 7 to 10 we show our predictions for various phase shifts in the chiral limit compared to their values in the real world. In order to estimate the uncertainty due to missing higher order terms we proceed in a usual way and vary the cut-off between 500 and 600 MeV, as it has been done in [4] . The only exception to this are the 1 S 0 and 3 S 1 − 3 D 1 channels in the chiral limit, where the dark shaded bands in figs. 7, 8, 9 are due to the uncertainty in the values ofD S,T . Varying the cut-off in that case is not necessary, since the corresponding uncertainty is much smaller than the one due to unknownD S,T . For these channels we will take the cut-off Λ = 560 MeV. Both S-wave phase shifts in fig. 7 show a qualitatively similar behaviour to what is observed in the real world. In the 1 S 0 channel the interaction in the chiral limit gets weaker and the phase shift reaches in the maximum about 30 − 50% of the observed value. The situation in the 3 S 1 channel is just opposite but the effect is smaller in magnitude. Note that the band for the 1 S 0 phase shift is much wider, partially due to the larger uncertainty inD1 S 0 compared to the one inD3 S 1 . Before considering higher partial waves some comments are in order. First of all we note that the form of the OPE in the chiral limit
#19 In our earliar work [3] we used a value for the pion-nucleon coupling gπN , which is slightly smaller than the commonly accepted one gπN = 13.1 . . . 13.4. We have refitted the contact terms CS,T , C1,...,7 using the value for gπN according to eq. leads to significant scattering at vanishing momenta for all partial waves, as pointed out in by Bulgac et al. [10] . It is amusing to note that although the interaction between pions and nucleons vanishes in the chiral limit at vanishing momenta, the interaction between nucleons via the exchange of pions, becomes, on the contrary, stronger as a consequence of the increased range of the interaction for M π → 0. #20 As a consequence of the vanishing pion mass the effective range expansion
where k is the c.m. momentum and l the angular momentum, does not exist any more. The partial wave amplitude A l (E), E = k 2 /m N , describing elastic NN scattering has a left-hand cut starting at the branch point E = −M 2 π /(4m N ), which gives a maximal radius of convergence of the effective range expansion. Thus the domain of validity of the effective range expansion ceases to exist forM π → 0. Projecting the OPE in the chiral limit, eq. (3.1), onto the states with definite l, s and j we note that all spin-singlet matrix elements vanish. Further, on-the-energy shell matrix elements in all other channels do not depend on the momenta. As a consequence, one expects that the phase shifts at low energy in the high partial waves, in which the amplitude is essentially given by the Born term and strongly dominated by the OPEP, behave like δ(k) ∝ k. Let us now comment on the P-waves which are, as already pointed out in the introduction, of a particular interest, because of the possible existence of bound states due to the strong OPE in the chiral limit. First, we stress that we are able to perform an accurate extrapolation in the pion mass for P-and higher partial waves since the completeM π -dependence is known. Our findings confirm the conclusions of [10] that no bound states exist in the P-waves. The phase shift in the 3 P 0 channel, which is most sensitive to the OPE and thus is an ideal candidate for the appearance of a bound state, is strongly enhanced compared to the physically relevant case and reaches a maximum of about 32 • . The 1 P 1 phase shift becomes small and is completely given in the chiral limit by the TPEP and the NLO contact term. Remarkably, one observes strong changes in the mixing angle ǫ 1 , which is known #20 The OPEP behaves at large distances in the chiral limit as 1/r 3 . to be an observable that is very sensitive to small changes in certain parameters. It is comforting to note that the bands do not get significantly wider compared to the case with the physical value of the pion mass,M π = M π . This is a clear indication of the consistency and good quality of the extrapolation toM π = 0, since the cut-off independence of observables in the chiral limit is achieved by "running" of the LECs C i (Λ) fixed at the physical valueM π = M π .
The situation with the D-and F-waves turns out to be similar to the case of the P-waves. The phases in most channels (apart from the spin-singlet ones) already follow their asymptotical behaviour discussed above, i.e. grow linearly with momentum k. Our last comment in this section is that the partial wave decomposition becomes not a reasonable (from the practical point of view) tool for calculating observables (full scattering amplitude) if M π → 0, since the expansion in the partial waves converges slowly in the presence of the long-range interaction ∝ 1/r 3 .
Deuteron binding energy
We now move on to discuss the deuteron binding energy B D , which we consider to be the most interesting observable with respect to itsM π -dependence, see fig. 11 . As already pointed out in the introduction, the situation concerning the chiral limit behaviour of B D according to the previous analyses of Bulgac et al. [10] and Beane et al. [11, 14] can not be considered as settled. In fact, the value of B D is rather sensitive to the assumptions and approximations made as well as to certain parameters, like the pion-nucleon coupling constant. According to our complete NLO analysis, we arrive at a unique result: the deuteron is stronger bound in the chiral limit with the binding energy
Here, the first error refers to the uncertainty in the value ofD3 [39] . The heavy dot shows the binding energy for the physical value of the pion mass.
We also performed extrapolation for larger values ofM π , which might be of interest for later calculations within lattice QCD. According to our analysis the deuteron does not exist anymore forM π 200 MeV. Note that the behaviour of B D is qualitatively similar to what has been found in [11] by taking into account only the explicitM π -dependence.
S-wave scattering lengths and matching with lattice QCD
Our last topic is related to the S-wave scattering lengths a 1 S 0 and a 3 S 1 and the possibility of matching with the calculations using lattice QCD. In fig. 12 we show our predictions for the scattering lengths. First of all, it is interesting to see that the uncertainty due to the unknown constantD3 S 1 does not #21 More precisely, one should use in this formula F and • m, but for an approximate estimate the differences to the physical values can be ignored. [39] . The heavy dots corresponds to the values in the real world. The triangles refer to lattice QCD results from [13] .
show up strongly for a 3 S 1 forM π < M π , where we are able to obtain an accurate extrapolation. In the chiral limit the scattering length a
CL is still positive and smaller in magnitude compared to the physically relevant case, which is in agreement with the larger value of the deuteron binding energy. Specifically, we get a
−0.3 fm, which is again of natural size. Here the first uncertainty refers to variation inD S,T while the second one to the additional variation ind 16 , as described above. The scattering length changes its sign atM π ∼ 200 MeV and relaxes to natural values for largerM π . Note also that the relative contribution of the OPE decreases with increasing pion mass and thus the uncertainty due to the variation ind 16 becomes very small. On the contrary, the uncertainty inD3 S 1 is, of course, magnified asM π grows. In case of the a 1 S 0 the uncertainty in our extrapolation in the pion mass is visibly larger. This is consistent with the known fact that the OPE plays a less significant role in this channel, where the interaction is dominated by the shorter range terms. Another reason is that an extreme fine tuning leading to the very large value for a 1 S 0 takes place in the physically relevant case withM π = M π , where all parameters are fixed. The larger effect due to the uncertainty in theD1 S 0 thus has to be expected. Nevertheless, our results concerning this channel are also quite interesting. In particular, it turns out that no bound state appears for pion mass smaller than M π , although in the real world forM π = M π the virtual state in this channel is almost bound. Around the chiral limit a 1 S 0 shows a qualitatively similar behaviour to a 3 S 1 and gets smaller in magnitude: a
+0.0 −0.4 fm, which is still somewhat large compared to what would be expected from dimensional reasons (1 − 2 fm). We are not able to obtain an accurate prediction for a 1 S 0 forM π > M π . In that case both scenarios with or without a bound state in this channel are possible. This uncertainty leads to a huge uncertainty with respect to the scattering length, which becomes infinite in the presence of a zero-energy bound state. This situation is depicted in the upper panel of fig. 12 . The different signs of the scattering length are due to the fact that the two-nucleon system might be bound or unbound in this channel. It is more appropriate in such a case to look at the inverse scattering length, which simply crosses zero when one encounters a zero energy bound state. We show the inverse scattering lengths 1/a 1 S 0 and 1/a 3 S 1 in fig. 13 . Unfortunately, it is not yet possible to compare our extrapolation of the scattering lengths with the results available from the lattice calculation. The latter ones are currently restricted to values ofM π larger than 550 MeV, which is far beyond the domain of applicability of the chiral expansion. Actually, our extrapolation is not trustable anymore forM π 2M π . For example, the relative shift ∆ of the ratio g A /F π defined in eq. (2.86) reaches ∼ 50% forM π ∼ 250 MeV. Furthermore, the lattice calculation of ref. [13] is carried out in the quenched approximation, so that one, in principle, should perform extrapolation in the pion mass in the quenched chiral perturbation theory, see [44, 45] for more discussion.
Comparison to earlier work
It is interesting to compare our findings with the ones of refs. [11, 14] , which are also based on effective field theory. There it was pointed out that the (natural) values of the unknown LECsD S,T exist, which make the deuteron both bound or unbound in the chiral limit and which strongly change the S-wave scattering lengths. Thus no predictions for all these quantities could be made [14] . The basic differences in our analyses can be summarized as follows:
1. While we take the chiral limit value for the strength of the OPE, g A /F π , from the CHPT analysis of the ππ, πN and ππN systems, the authors of ref. [14] make use of the assumption that terms of the type M 2 π ln M π /Λ, where M π ≪ Λ (Λ ∼ M ρ ) dominate the chiral expansion. This leads to a decrease of g A /F π in the chiral limit, while the CHPT based analysis gives an increased value. This difference seems to be the most important one.
2. While we take into account the complete TPEP, only its chiral limit value is considered in [14] .
In addition, we also include renormalization of the short-range interactions, which leads to the [39] . The heavy dots corresponds to the values in the real world. The triangles refer to lattice QCD results from [13] .
nontrivial logarithmic dependence on the pion mass.
3. We regularize the Lippmann-Schwinger in the momentum space by a finite cut-off and do not require the low-energy phase shifts to be completely but only approximately cut-off independent. The remaining cut-off dependence can be eliminated by inclusion of higher order terms. In [14] the Schrödinger equation in the coordinate space (with the finite short-distance cut-off) is solved. The cut-off independence of the observables is achieved at the expense of introducing short-range interactions in the D-wave, which are not present in the effective Lagrangian.
Finally, we remark that as in ref. [10] we find no new bound states in the P-waves.
Summary and conclusions
In this paper we have calculated properties of the two-nucleon system in the chiral limit based on a chiral effective field theory. The results of our investigation can be summarized as follows:
• Based upon the modified Weinberg power counting (as explained in [2] ) we have shown how to perform a complete renormalization within the method of unitary transformation, including the mass and wave-function renormalization and how to deal with tadpole graphs. We found the renormalized expression for the OPEP within the projection formalism and demonstrated that it agrees precisely with the off-the-energy shell extension of the OPE amplitude obtained in the S-matrix method.
• Based on the NLO potential, which includes the renormalized OPE, TPE contributions and contact terms, we have performed extrapolations in the pion mass (or, equivalently, quark mass) away from its physical value #22 . The corresponding LECs have been taken from an investigation of ππ [6] , πN [25, 39] and N N systems [3] . The only uncertainties arise from the unknown couplingsD S,T related to contact terms with one insertion ∼M 2 π and to the variation in the pion-nucleon LECd 16 related to the Goldberger-Treiman discrepancy. For the dimensionless coefficients that parameterize the LECsD S,T and which are expected to be of order one, we considered values in the range from −3 to 3. The variation ind 16 is obtained from considering various πN phase shift analyses as input to analyze the process πN → ππN .
• We have calculated the NN phase shifts in the chiral limit. In the 1 S 0 and 3 S 1 − 3 D 1 channels we obtain predictions with an error governed by the uncertainty in the values ofD S,T . Both S-wave phase shifts look qualitatively similar to the physically realized case, although the 1 S 0 phase shift is about 50 − 70% smaller in magnitude. The 3 P 0 phase shift is enhanced but no bound state appears in that channel, as it is also the case for other P-and higher partial waves. Starting from D-and F-waves, the phase shifts nearly reach their asymptotic behaviour caused by the exchange of a massless pion and grow linearly with momentum, δ(k) ∼ k.
• According to our analysis, the deuteron is significantly stronger bound in the chiral limit. The binding energy is close to the natural value of ∼ 10 MeV one expects to arise in QCD. There is no bound state in the 1 S 0 channel in the chiral limit.
• In the chiral limit, the S-wave scattering lengths take smaller (in magnitude) and more natural values as compared to the real world. Furthermore, for pion masses significantly larger than the physical one we found negative values of natural size for the 3 S 1 scattering length, which seem to be consistent with the lattice calculation [13] . In the 1 S 0 channel the uncertainty due to the unknown LECD1 S 0 is much larger than in the triplet channel and we were not able to predict a 1 S 0 for large values of the pion mass. The scattering length takes both positive and negative #22 It certainly would be interesting to extend the calculation to NNLO.
values with the magnitude changing from being natural to infinitely large. We also consider inverse scattering lengths, which are more suitable for chiral extrapolation and for comparison with the lattice calculation.
• We have shown that it is possible that Wigner symmetry is also exact in the chiral limit and that its breaking observed in nature is entirely due to the quark mass terms. This would explain why the LECs related to Wigner symmetry breaking turn out to be so much smaller than all other LECs parameterizing the short-distance part of the NN interaction.
To conclude, although we did not find dramatic changes in the properties of the NN systems in the chiral limit, the physically realized value ofM π turns out to be a quite specific one in the sense that it leads to unnaturally large scattering lengths in both S-waves and consequently to the small deuteron binding energy. In fact, nature seems to be more simple in a world with massless quarks since nuclear binding would be of its expected size and the S-wave scattering lengths would be natural. Thus, no fine tuning would be needed and the nuclear force problem would be amenable to a much simpler treatment than required in the real world. Of course, our investigation can not answer the central question why nature chooses such a fine-tuned scenario for the nuclear forces, but at least it is comforting to know that she seems to be more kind in the chiral limit.
